as ! aisemimwn" (fI ﬁ?fnq 3%12] Peering into the
of Scripmre reveal. Adequate and inspirmg thaugh
they be, these words do not reduce an infinite, holy
Being into simple notions for our mastery.

Father and Son, for example, are word signs that
convey truth about the Divine. Familial words can-
not, however, express all the truth of the Christian
deity, nor are all facts about earthly fathers and sons
equally true of God.

Much depends on how the word person is under-
stood. Like Father and Son, person is a partial carrier
of divine truth but not a complete and exhaustive
one. Though not used in Scripture, it may be a good
word to refer to the thinking, feeling, willing, com-
municating, loving being we know as God. But we
must not conclude that the divine Person will con-
form to all attributes of the human.

In Christianity at large, Trinity refers to the one,
true God who exists eternally in three equal per-
sons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Our church’s
position dissents from orthodox creeds for the
very reason you pinpoint: We do not understand
Scripture to reveal the Holy Spirit as a person in the
same sense that Father and Son are persons.

The previous sentence finds support in several Bi-
ble facts. The divine Father and Son are consistently
mentioned in the salutations, benedictions, and dox-
ologies of New Testament epistles; the Holy Spirit
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:20; 10:17; 14.31).

the Holy Spirit dialogue. The Holy
Spirit is not ad yer or worship as are
the Father and Son, nor are we taught to worship

the Spirit as a distinct ¢  person.

Given the importance traditionally assigned to
the Trinity doctrine, these omissions are so strik-
ing that they can hardly be dismissed as arguments
from silence. They suggest to us that the Deity may
exist in two personality centers rather than three.

On the other hand, we perceive the Spirit as
more than an impersonal influence or the extension
of God’s power. We note personal attributes and
actions of the Spirit (intelligence, will, affection) in
Scripture. Though both masculine and neuter nouns
are used, the Bible refers to the Spirit with the pro-
noun He, not it. Although He is “another Helper”
(14:16), the personal pronoun need not refer to a
third person, since the Spirit seems personally in-
distinguishable from the Father-Son dyad. The Holy
Spirit is, after all, the Spirit of God and the Spirit of
Christ.

Based on this evidence, we think of the Spirit
as the personal presence of the Father and Son
among and within God’s people, rather than as a
third person of the Trinity. Our trust is that God has
bestowed salvation by His grace in the person and
work of Christ and that salvation is realized in hu-
man experience through the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit, not by the affirmation of any extra-biblical
creed.

— Elder Calvin Burrell




	Page 1

